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TO THE RIGHT 


VWorſhipfull the Mator , Alder- 
men, Burgeſſes, and the reſt of that 


ancient and famots Corporation of 
Southampton, the Author wiſheth 
the blefſings of this life and 
of a better, 


EnrLis Munxhere ts that preſented to 
your eyes, which not long ſince ſounded in 
your eares ;, that common Apologie for 
being men in print, (the impor tuxity of 
friends) cannot be altogether mine, - 

ſome whom this may moſt concerne, will ſeeft deſire it, but 


when 1 remembey that ancient ſaying of Lucian,* 9 iris 7 
Terpifos names Mayuwgiruper ephigucr T9 Teh dare mTpes, that wie, 


the ſmoake of a mans owne country ts better than the fire 
of another , 1 doubt not but thas theſe my tender labours 
(which are but ſmoaky vapours of ignorance, compared to 
the enlightning fire of others knowledge, ſuch as daily you 
heare) Tall nde an eaſier paſſage into your acceptance, 
becauſe here I had my firſt being where you all have your 
hapyy dwelling." Tnas once farre from my meaning to have 
expoſed my ſelfe to the paraphraſe of this cenſorioms age, 
but rather to have hid this weak conception, never tohave 
come 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


come t0 the birth : but when it would n0 longer endure to 
be impriſoned in the nomb, but Tiole: th breake forth 1 
thought (being my fir it borne ) 20 drale cautelouſlynith 
it, thoughnot with the Egyptians cruelly to murther it ; 
4 with Moſes his parents charitavly to hide it for my 
owne private wſe, it might have had the hap tohave been 
flillborne, but it kath cried, and ſome that then heard 
it, have ſince deſired to heare 1t ſpeake, thinking it may 
live and doe ſome good, and although it ſpeake ſomenhat 
bitterly,and bite ſo cloſe (hich perhaps ſome may not re. 
liſh) yer it bites nothing but ſunne, I ſeeno reaſon mhy we 
ſhould ſpare the leaſt ſunne, ſince for it thenorld was 
dronned to puniſh it, the Lam green to prevent it, the 
Sorne of the moſt high dyed to ſatisfte for it,and the world 
ſhall againe be deſtroyed to finiſh it, much leſſe aſinne of 
this nature, ſo hainous, ſo deteſtable. Foy the matter 
bereef I have imitated, not the ſpider, but the Bee, the 
ſpiders web 1 not the more commendable becauſe it ts 
woven out of its onne bonels, nor the Bees honey leſſe uſe- 
Full and jleaſant becauſe it is gathered from ſeverall 
flowers, nhat ever it be'tmas yours fir ft in the intention 
and occaſion « now in the protefion and nouriſhment: ris 
r8t ſo farre put forth tonurſe, but that the parents ſhalt 
quickly ſee the good uſage of it, if it thrive in your hee. 
ping, you have rronned the deſires and endeatours of him 
nl0 15 at 
Your ſervice in Chriſt, and 


for his truth, 


KRoczx Tvrne x: 
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MATH, 25. 27. 


T hou owgbteſt therefore to have put my money to the FE x- 
changers, that when ? bad come, 7 might have bad my 
owne With Oſury» 


Heſc words atthe firft yiew may ſeeme co 
countenance a (1nne,too frequently pra. 
Qiſed in theſe gold-thirfty dayes , 1 
meane that biring linneof Viury grown 
now to a profeſſion; but the Text being 
parabolicall,cannot be a ſufficient foun.. 
dation, whereonto raiſe anargumentto 
prove the lawfulneſle thereof : for it is 

an ancient ſayingin the Schooles, that Scriptars perabolica 

non eft argumentativa : & befides,this Viury here in the Texr 

is taken meraphorically (as c_—_ obſerves) for (pirituall z 2.4.183.04, 16 
thriftinefle, and the increaſe of thoſe ſpirituall gifts and pra- 1.m% 
ces which God beſtowes upon us, willing us to profir, gaine, 

and goe forward in them ; which tends t9 our advantage, not 
unto his ; this wil! more eaſily appeare if wee obſerve but the 
ſcope and drift of this parable, which T will but rouch, that ſo 

it may appeare how farre they are miſtaken, who make this 
Text a toundation whereon to ground the lawfulneſſe of 
Vlury. 


The 


” YPerſe1s, 


Verſe 24 


The Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
The Parable begins thus ; The Kingdome of heaven is like 
unto a man who going into a farre Country called his ſeryants 
and delivered them his goods, to one he gave fivetallents, to 
another rwo, to a third ene, rocach man according to his abt. 
liry, prudence, and faculty to gaine thereby, che firft that had 
received fivetallents by his induſtry doubled them and gained 
five more ; ſo he that rad received two, gained likewiſe other 
rwo;but he that received Cn ifheſhould haye im. 
ployed hisral'ent, inſtead of gaine might reaye ſome de. 
rriment or loſle, hee therefore digs ard hides his calent in the 
earth, thinking that he had done ſulficiently if he reſtored his 
money whole to his Mafter as he received it. 

After along ſeaſon, the Maſter of theſe ſervants returnes to 
call them to account ; the firſt chat by the well imployment 
of his five tallents had gained five more, isentertained by his 
Maſter both with ir and reward; ſo likewiſe the ſecond ; 
but thethird, when he cameto give anaccount,confeſſerh that 
he had hid his tallent in che carth, and begins by laying an ac» 
cuſation on his Maſter to excuſe himſelfe tor ſo doing: I knew 
(faith heto his Maſter) that thou wett an hard man, reapin 
where thou ſowedſt not, and gathering where thou ftrowed 
not; I was therefore afraid, and went and hidmy talent in 
the earth, behold thou haſt thine own; but his Maſter by way 
of increpation retorts his owne words, calling him evill and 
Nothfull ſeryanc ; ſeeing, ſaith he, thou kyeweſt mero beſuch 
a one asthouſaicft, reaping where I ſowed nor, and gathering 
Where I trowed not, thou oughteſt rheretore to have giycu 
my moncy tothe Exchangers, &c, 

Now forthe explication bcreof; by a certaine man here is 
meant our blefled Savior, by going into a far country is meant 
his departure from eznthto heaven, Where hee now fitsat the 
right hand of his Father, rill he ſhal' returne unto _ 
he called his ſeryants, that is, us Chriltians into his Church, 
to us he hath delivered his goods 5. e, gifts and bleſſings 
both corporall and ſpirizuall, for all are the girts of God, now 
becauſe God givesnot toevery manalike, but on ſome he be. 


Rowcs greater gifts, on. other lcfler : therefore the Mafteris 
here 


* $-45 


C7 Vow aw» Bb | way? 


here aid co give to one ſervant five tallents, to another two; 
to achird one, yet all theſe tallenes, 5. e, theſe gifts and ble£. 
Gngs arc beſtowed on us, net that they ſhould beidle,bur im 
loyed to advantage and profit z now they are faid to gaine 
by their tallent who religioufly imploy thole gifts of God, as 
the underflanding, will, memory, the faculties of ſoule and 
body, arts, ſciences,and all vertues, and ſo arc every day made 
richer in workes, and they are comparedto £ evill ard 
flothfull ſeryane, who baying received many greatand fingu- 
lar gifts from God, doe as it were fold them up in a Napkin, 
bury them in the earth, and ſuffer them toruſt for want of im 
ployment, neither benefiting theraſelyes nor profiting cheir 
ighbours; for in the interpretation of $, H/icrome, he is laid 
to hide and bury his tallent inthe earth, who favouring of no= 
thing but earthly things, gives himſciſe over to the pleaſures 
of this life, negieRs the Commandements of God,and choaks 
the good ſeed of fairh by the thormy cares of this world.- 
This pare of the parable then is interpreted ofall thoſe gifts in 
| which man receives from God, whether naturall or 
upernaturall, all being beſtowed chat they may be improved 
in ſpiritvall ehriftineſſe. in the workes _ ad holinefle, 
and it agreesto all Chriſtians in generall, but moreeſpecially 
(in the opinion of , 3/arlorat and others) co the Minifters 
and Paſtoursofthe Church, 

Concerning the tallene, there are diverſe interpretations 
thereof, ſome by the fiverallents, underſtand the gift of the 
five ſenſes, by thetworallents knowledge and memory ; by 
one, reaſon whereby men are diftinguiſht from beaſts; others 
by thetallent underſtand the Word of God heard and taught; 
ethers the gift of faith ; others the gift ofteaching ; or any 0« 
ther gift or faculty whatſoever,whereby a man may doe good 
unto his Neighbour; whether by authority to protect him, or 
by riches to belpehim, or by learning and wiſdometo in. 
ſtru& him, or byany other meanes whereby thou maiſt helpe 
or profit thy brother, But I haften tothe Text, 

Which isnothing elſe but an Exprobratien of the ſlothfull 
ſeryant, for not imploying his tallent asthe rwo former had 

B the es done 


The "Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
done :avd this rebuke or checke is drawne from the cuſtame 
of men in theſe dayes who were wont to let out their 
upon Vſury ; the word inthe origivall is rrevJires, Table. 
mates, they were called Campſores or Faneratores Exchan. 
gers, men that did cither exc reat ſummes of 
and ſo gained thercby, or clſe they were ſuch as were wontts 
borrow money upon Viury ; for ſuch kiad efmen, wanting 
ofe-ntimes great ſummes of money (as Merchants arewont to 
dot) were wont to take upon uſe, and atterward pay it againe 
with ſome prefirto the lender z now this kind of gaine was 
without danger in reſpe& of rhe principal, Therefore the 
Maſter ſaith tothe evill and Nothfull ſeryant, thou oughteft 
to have givenmy mony tothe Exchangers,where there might 
have beene gaine without danger, Now becauſe our Saviour 
by drawing a fimilitude, frames a compariſon frem the cu. 
tome of thoſe times, Shall any man therefore make this Text 
a plea to juſtifie him in the practiſe of Viury ? as well may 

KMatb.16.19, we provethelawfulnefle of injuſtice from that Parable of the 
theevifſh Steward ; or of theft, becauſc ic is ſaid, that Chriſt 

1 Theſ. 5-2 ſhall come like a theefe in thenight ; or of heathenifh Ol 
picke-games, in comparing the praQtile of Chriſtians to ok 

x Cor. 9*24: rates; or of dancing trom that parabolicall ſpeech, zee have 

AUS, 122-2 piped unto you, and yee have not danced: But becauſe this 
Text hath been urged by ſome to provethe lawfulnefle there- 
of, and that ] have ſo opertunely mer with this finne fo fre. 

vertly practiſed, ſo ſeldomepreacht againſt ; nay, ſome thar 
ould rell J«d4«b of this fau!t,and /{-ae! ofthis tranſgrefſion, 

Sf. 56.1% arefuchasthe Prophet Eſaiah ſpeakes of, where the Propher 
is very bitrer, men looking aftcr their owne wayes, every one 
for his owne advantage, and for his owne purpoſe, praQiſers 
hereof themſelyes. I fſhall notgoe farre beyond the limits of 
my Text, if] a little proſecute this finne, and yet I muſt pre« 
vent a prejudicate opmion, I come not like , £/ops Foxe,thar 
Ravingno tayle, would needs perſwade all the reſt rocur 
off theirs : or had Jbeene bitten, ] wouldnot have come hi- 
ther to ſnarle, the finne is all] ayme at, which I intend to 
purkue, 


4 


Ly 
'T'was 


—_ - _ 


The Uſurers Plea anſwered. - 5 
4s 
TTwasthe ſaying of a merry man, that in Chriſtendome, 
there were neither Echollers enough, Genelemen h, nor <q dey” 
Tewes enough, and when anſwer was made that of all theſe 
there were rather too great a plenty thanany ſcarcity ar all, 
he replyed, that if there were Schollers enough, there would 
not be {o many doubleand treble beneficed men as there are ; 
if Gentlemen enough, ſo many peaſants would not be ranked 
amongſt che Geutry ; and if Iewes enough, ſo many Chriſti. 
ans would not profefſe Vſury, a ſinne which the Chriſtians 
ficft learned of the Jewes ; and what a ſhame is it thatthey 
ſhould now be thought to equall, ifnot exceed their teachers, 
But before we cenſure this finne, let us firſt know what it is : 
the deſcription of it is this, Palkum ex mutuo lucrum ; 1 95. Dh, 
gaineexacted by covenant, above the principall onely, in lieu © 
and recom quay » There are five things belon. 
ging to Viury as neceflary : Firſt, a principall, as wares, or 
ummes of Do ; Secondly,lending; thirily paine ;Fourh- | 
ly, a chiefe purpoſe by lending to creaſe the flocke; and 
lattly, a covenant for that end, asthe very defire and expeta- 
tion of gaine, for lending onely is mentall and inteationall 
Vlury, forthe impoling, or by covenant afore-hand agreeing 
for increaſe above the principall is atuall Viury , which is 
cleane oppoſite unto Gods Word, and may very fitly bee 
termed biting lucre, ſothe Hebrewes rermes it JW2 , which 
comes from the root 11, which ſignifies to bite, and 'risno 
ordinary biting, but "tis uſually nn for the birivg of Scr. - 
pents, ſo the word is uſed * wriann Jo DK when the Ser. Namb. 319. 
had bitten a man, then hee looked to the Serpent of 
afſe and lived ; now this kind of Vſury, poſitive Lawes doe 
not onely reftraine but not allow, andthe Law of God doth 
evcry where condeme, in the 22 of £ xod, 25. Levit.25. 36, 37. 
the words are perſpicuous and plaine to eyery mans capacity, 
7 f thou lend money to my people that is the poore amongſt yon, 
thou ſhalt not be as a Vſarer unto him, thon ſhalt not oppreſſe 
bins with Uſury ; yet coyetoulnefſe here N odum in hoc [cor - 
9 queſivit hath feund out a two. fold evaſion to ſhunne chis 
precept, the firſt exceprion is verball drawne from the erymo- 
B 3 logy 


Biſhep Andr . de 
Yſura thes'ss, 
feterm, 


4 Math. IS. 8, 


. The Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
logy ofthe word ; the other is perſonsll from the exprifſe 
ae the poore, here (lay Aon Vluryis forbidden, bur 
the word thereuſed is JI which (as you now heard) isderi. 
ved from a word which fignifies to bite, ſo that if it bee not 
unciyill Vſury, if it betoothleſſe, if it be not biting Viury, 
"tis no breachof rhis precept, bur firſt tis to be obſerved, that 
it isa trucand an ancient ſaying in the Schootes , i5vucnoyia 
udpros drdCoy , the derivation of words is but a talſe wit 
nefle, and not alwayes to berruſted ; and againe, this anſwer 
willnort ſuffice, forthere is no Vſury but bices more or lefſe, 
ſome likethe morning Wolfe greedy of his prey, faſtensthe 
teeth moredeepely, and thar which is but moderated or q 1a< 
lified (as men thinke) perhaps, five, ſixe, or ſeven in the hun... 
dred ; yet what is this, bur as it is inthe Greeke proverbe, 
Fugsiy &s x44, to ſhave tothe very skin ; and hike the Dog, 
flce to draw ſome blood : ſo that although all kind ol Viury 
bire not alike, yer there go all char 1s roothlefe : 
Againe, this anſwer overthrowes the very ground of the Law 
which bids us to love our Neighbour as ovr felyes; "ris but 
phariſa'cailto ſay, ſo it bee not biting Vſury it matcersnot, 
this is ſpoken like a goood Chriſtian , Ler mee lend tomy 
brother, ſo 1 may profit him, ſo 1 may doe him good there« 
by. 
Afainc, in Exodus 22,9nd Leviticus 25. there is expreſſe 
mention made cf the poore ; theretore (fay ſome) ſo long as 
we put not our money to uſe to9 poore men the matrer 1 aſe 
enough, bur this is eaſily anſwered, that alrhovghtheſe ewo 
places make ;acriion of the poo e, yetin the 23.0f Dent.19, 
there is an abſolute law without any relation at allrothe 
poore man , thou ſhale not give to Vſury tothy Brother, 
uſury of money, uſury of meale, uſury of any thing that 
is put to uſury 5; and whereas it is ſaid #1 the ver{e fols 
lowing, unto a ſtranger thou maiſt lend upon Vlury g 
this was permirted for a time , not as lawfull, but for a- 
yoiding of a greater miſchicfe, and for the hardr«ſe 
of their hearts, as our Sayiour ſpeakes of their other pra» 
Qtiſes * bux yiee that liye in the glorious Sunne.ſhine of 

"a [7 | Wo” the 


- 


The Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
the Goſpel, oughtto account cyery man our Neighbour and 
our Brother, 

But to proceed, becauſe the Law forbids raki 
ofthe 
the rich > this can neither bee good conſequence nor good 
Divinity, let mee paralel this place with ſore other — 
of Scripture; * it 
fatherlefſe child, doch ittherefore follow that ic is lawfull to 
wrong him vhat hath a father, or her that hath a husband ? 


* The Law fayes, Curſed is he that maketh the blind goe oue ,,,_. 


of his way, doth it therefore perwitnor to ſhew che way to 
him chat can ſee > * The Law | ran that the hired ſer. 
vant if hee be needy and poore ſhall net bee oppreſſed, but 
have his wages paid him ; ſhall we therefore conclude, that 
if hee be not needy and poore, hee ſhall be deprived thereof? 
Bur to come a little necrer ] would gladly know the reaſon, 
ſecing it is unlawfull to lend money upon uſury tothe poore, 
why ſhould it be lawfull co the rich? is it becauſe his bagges 
are fuller, he may better ſpare it without / Apo or decri. 
ment ? and is not this to pleadthe caſe of the Theefe, may 
noe the ſarne reaſon ſerve for the Theete as forthe Vſurer, che 


triment or wrong unto hiscſtare ; bur weall knowcthat 
man poore or be he rich, theft is ucterly uolawfull ; fo t 
here Vury ismade no lefſe than a kinde of robberry, and as 
one tearmes it, Terreſtr1s piratica, a kinde of land- pyracy : 
So then you ſee that ncither the word, neither inthe Text, 
nor yee the expreſſe mentio: of the poore hinders, but that 
this precept isuniverſall, and that all kind of Viay, whe- 
ther civill or uncivill, whether <x2&ed from thoſe of the 
loweſt condition, or fromthe richer ſort of mien, bur is kere 
condemaecd as wwlawtull, 

I will urge this precept a little further, Tn the Law there 
arc three things. the thing forbidden, the cenſure, and the pe. 
valty; thething forbidden = haye alzeady heard, the = 
| 3 ire 


Vlury \ 


ore man, doth ic therefore permit taking Viury of 


aid yee ſhall not trouble any widdow or , 


7 


Exod. 13, 3 


37.1858; 
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* Prov 28, 8. 


*Pſal, I9, fo 
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The Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
ſure followes ; that is, how this finne of Viury hath beene 
thought on, and amongſt what ſinnes it hath beene ranked in 
former ages, and if you reade the Scriptures ( which is al- 
waies wont to admire Saul amongſt the Prophets) you ſhall 
finde a very ſevere and heayy taxation of this finne, read but 
* where you ſhall find this fanne to uſe the words of a Father 
is pueyurbts xaxcy TiHeres, the holy Prophet reckons it inthe 
very midſt of moſt abominableſinnes, _ the committing 
ofone of which, death followes, 2s verſ. 13. or hath givea 
forth upon uſury, or hath caken increaſe ſhall he live ? and 
"tis anſwered in the very next words, Hee ſhall nor live, hee 
ſhall dyethe death, and his blood ſhall bee upon him. The 
penalty is next, and that isrwo-fold, in this life, and that 
which is rocome : Firſt, in this life reade #* He that increa« 
ſerh his riches by Vlury and intereſt, gathereth them for him 
that will be mercifull to &hepoore z where thig transferring 
of ſuch riches ro uncertaine heires is an argument of an un- 
juſt poſſeſſion, and therefore unjuſtly poſlefled, becaulc un- 
juſtly gained : Secondly, in the life ro come, and thax is the 
curſe ot God.Out of the * Saint ,Fmbroſe fram:s this Ar- 
_ if he be bleſſed that hath not given his money upon 
ſury, then deubclefſe he is curſed that hath. Now from the 
Law it {elfe I proceed to the intent and purpoſe of it : Saint 
Paul doth very pry explaine that generall rule and crue 
mcaning of all lawfull contr afts bros yireres lovrus, hat 
there may be equality (faith he) which was by the very hea- 
thens themſelves called the fountaine of Iuftice ; this equali. 
ty is of ewo ſorts, either internall of the minde , or elſe in 
things themſelves externally covenanted for : That equality 
or proportion of minde our Saviour (the beſt interpreter-of 
his Fathers will ) hath placed in this that whazſocyer wee 
would that men ſhould doe unto us, even ſo a' ſo ſhould wee 
doe untothera # , Now marke, there isnone ( I preſume) 
that deſires to have the yoke of Vſury laid on his necke, no 
not ſo much as toothlefle Viury (as they tearme it) but ra. 
ther one than any at all. Let a man then deale thus with 


his Brother, let our Sayiours rule flouriſh, let Vury periſh ; 
aud 


—_ - 
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and as for things themſelyes, F we looke to the covenant for 
loane, there is no equity or equalityatall, for the borrower 7, 


is bound to make good the principall , and to pay the in.. 
creaſe for the uſe or the ſarve —_— the time it is lene x 
I demand then during thetime of , Whoſe is theprin., 
cipall, thine orthe borrowers ? it was thine before thou leneſt 


it, and ſhall be thine atthe day of payment, bur during the / 
time of loane it is the borrowers, for thou haft by covenant. 


:d over both uſe and property unto him , fo thar duri 
_ time hee isthe owner of it, and if it periſherh, ir perky 


'ſheth to the borrower as to the right owner for that time , 


I aske then by whar right canft thou covenant to receiye hire 
for the uſe of that which is none of thine, during the time ir 
isnot thine, If a man leta houſe or land, he may covenant to 
receive hire, becauſe he hath paſſed over the uſe onely, refer 
ving the property to himſelfe, therefore ifa man make waſte 
upon ſuch land, the owner may juſtly complaine, becauſethe 

roperty is ſtill his ; bn it isnot fo in , why then 
Should a man coyenant for hire for the uſe of that wherein he 
hath no right or pr ; therefore "tis an unequall bargain 
the borrower hath the ule onely of thy principall and payerh 
forthe uſe which aloneis his, why then ſhould he beare the 
perill of thy principall, which is none of his ? This isa vice 


quiddity or Schooke-tricke ; but the equity of Gods owne xxgd, a2. i9% 


Law, the borrower ſhall not make it good, for if i be « hi= 
red thing it came for the hire, it is added, if the owner there.. 


of ſtand by (to wit) that it appeare to periſh, or by hurt, noe , 


by any default of the borower , ſo admir that — 
by Viners be madea hired thirg, yet the equity of Gods 
Lay binds that if it sppeare to miſcarry without thefaule 
ef the owner, the borrower ſhall not make it good, becauſe 
it came for hize. So you ſce here is noc<quity, the Viurerre., 
ceives great gaine withour labour, cleere gaine without coft, 
certaine gaine without perill, out of the induſtry, the char- 
ges, the meere uncertainties of the borrower, a cleaniely 
Alchymift that can extra much filyer and waſt nothing in 
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ſentiunt quam Daniſtar 


The Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
ſmoake, theſe are the Kine of Baſhar, ther feede upon the 


Commons. 
As Nature teacheth men to doe that which is ſcemly,kind, 


and naturall, ſo Religion teacheth Chriftiassin all their af= 


 faires, todepend upon Gods providence, and expeR a bleſe 
| fing from heaven; ſo iroughtto be, aud fo it is in all profeſ< 


Gons except Viury, 2\ «lam de Deo beminum genus pejus 
of all fort of men, the Vſurer 
thinkes worſt of God, and will leaſt cruſt him, bee ir fate 
or foule, hee will bee ſure of his mony, The Husbandman 
lookesup to the clouds, and prayesfor {eaſonable weather ; 
the Merchant obſeryes the wind, and prayes God to deliver 
him from tempeſt and wracke ; the Trades-man wiſhech 
the people may have money that he may yent hig wares ata 
reatvacdle rate, and live in ſome good faſhion ; the labou- 
ring man prayes for worke and health, that hee may be able 
to get a poore living by rhe fweat of his browes ; onely che 
Mony-monger hat leaſt need 'of all other men to fay his 

ayers, bee it wet or dry, bee it tempeſt or calme, ler the 
wind-blow Eaſt, Weſt, North, or South; be he or bee 
he ficke, be hee gowty or lame, or ſound of body, let him be 
what be will, or doe what he liſt, he ſhall bee ſure of his mo. 
ny, fortime onely workes for him , all the dayes in the AL 
mavacke are ſet aworke to worke out his gaine;nay the Sab. 
bath (hall nor be omitted, the req letter is as good for his pur- 
poſeas the blacke, to helpe make up the number of daies, 
of weekes, of moneths, ſo the time goes our, and his money 
comes in, and hee {eemesnot to ſtand in rhat need of Gods 
providence as other honeſt men doe, and can wee thinke in 
conſcience, that God js pleaſed with ſuch a life? 

Andchus you ſce in the firſt place, that Viury is abſolutely 
condemned from the authority of ſacied Scriptures ; and 
where this oracle vouchſafes to ſpeake, we need no farther 
authority for confirmation; bur unto this may be added a 
cloud of witneſſes, 25 firſt the conſent of Chucches Eaſt and 
Welt, and if wee revercnce the judgement of reyerend men 
both for their learning and ſanimony of life, they ought to 

| be 


The Uſurers 
be a great motive to {way our j s herein; all which 
were ſo facre from moderating or qualifying this praiſe of 
Vlury,that whenſoever chey met with ir, they their 
pens, a5 iftheir ſpirits weremoyed and ſtirred in them more 
than ordinarily, 

lane yore CEN in Counſells, have flat= 
ly dec unlt it 3 .mea for this finge co be degra- 
ded;the Laity to be excommunicated : allthis (Ifuppoke) is 
enoughto prove Vſury a finge, Bur yer if the light of nature 
bee able to diſcover the ſame, 'ewill aggravate the matter 
much more ; chere are Moats which are not diſcerned bugin 
the Sun ſhine ; Saint Pax faich * chat hee had not knowne 
that concupiſtence had beene a finne, except the law had ma. 
nifeſted the ſame ; and ſuppoſe thar Viury were but as a moat 
in the eye, yet that were troubleſome, becauſe the cyc ig 
render, asthe conſcience of every Chriftian oughtto be, bur 
if the inhabicants of the Regions of darkenefe that never ſaw 
the ſun-ſhine of revealed truth, ſhall nocwithſtanding dif 
cerne Vidry to be inordiuate and vitious, doubtlefle then ris 
no Moat ; beames may be diſcoyered bythe rwi-light of aa- 
ture, and ſo hath Vlury ever beene held eyen amongſt the 
heathens themſelves for a grofle inormity. 


Plats in his Lawes, and his Scholer ,Friforle in his Po- x 1.4; wy; », 
licicks, have forbidden it as unlawfull, and condemned it as pots, | 
unzaturall ; Caro makes it ewice as bad as theft, and equals Cc. de Off, 6h, | 
it with murder Quid fancyars ? quid beminem eccidere ? — JH R 
(Seneca in his 7. booke De Benef.) Quid fanu & Kalen- = 7. 


darinm & Vſura niſi humane Cayidit ates eX174 Natur ans 
ge ſita nemina; hefindes a place for it in the Kallender, buc 


not in nature. P/uterch writes that Viurers mocke the Pluterchn- 
Philoſophers for that old Principle, Ex nibils nibil fit, be. I 79 #8 01 
cauſe they can make ſomerhing of nothing ; and hence hap- Paneve). 


pily it is that the Latines proper tearme for Viury is Fan 
gueſt fetus pecaxie, the brood of mony ; and in the ſame 
e did the Greekes call it rhevs di ro rianer, which 
ſignifies to breed or bring forth, though ſome wouldderive 
rexbs from the Hebrew word JN which ſignifies deceiror 
C oppreſſion 
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"| The "Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
oppreſſion; as if Viury were not to be miſliked for its owne 
fake, unlefle it were convicted of ſome ſenfible oppreſſion, 
butthe conſent ofthe Grammarians fetcherh it neerer hand, 
taking the Nowne from the Verbe, and the primitive ſignifi- 
cation of Tex is birth, next it ſignifiesthe iſſue it (elte, as 
the firſt. borne is called #po7470xc5 and according to theſe 
ewo ſignifications, ſome haye given a double reaſon of this 

ambroſe bb. dt: name, Greci appellarunt Fſuras Thess eo qued dolores par- 

Tobia cap. 12 +, anime debitoric excitare videantur , the Grecians call 
Vlury by a name which _ birth, becauſe it brings the 
pangs of trayell upon the foule of the Debtor ; a woman in 
travell doth not ſweat and labour to bring forth with grea- . 
ter anguiſh of mind, than a Debtor compelledto bring —_ 
the principall with increaſe. Another * makes Month 7gxoy 

Jafil, 7erTipz the onely fathers; and borrowers, the onely mothers 

to bring forth this unnacurall brood of Vſury, unnaturall 
even asthe brood of Vipers, which cate chorow the entralls 
of their mother ; ſo doth the borrower bring, forth to the 
Vlorer, tothe deſtruQtion oftentimes of himſelfe and family. 
In quintuo: a And Saint Chryſoſtome fayes that mony thus lent, is likee 
".; | [on of the Serpent, called «ſpis, for he that js ſtung b 


DeB2. Wilkes 4 , _ pent feelerh a kind of pleafant itch, whereby he falls 


Vina, 


, and through the pleaſantnefſe of his ſleepe dyes in 
pleaſure, for then the poiſon by little and liecle, difperſeth ir 
(elfe through ali the parts of the _ ; loafter a min hath - 
ovcetaken up mony upon Vſury, and livesFlea(antly there. 


with for atime, at levgth che Vſary fo pierceth through his 
whole eſtate, that neither lands norlivings arc ableto pay 
his debts. Pliny makes mention of a worimecalled Tereda 


"ih 7-2; char breeds in Timber, which being touched or handled, 


ſeemes very ſoft, and yet hath fuch hard teeth, that it de 
{troyesall mannerof wood, the Barke, and out (ide remain- 
ing intire, Many men now adayes-make a faire ſhew with 
he mers:mony thus berrowed, bur if every Bird ſhould 
ferch his feather, would be as naked as , £/ops Crow, for 
when death hewes them downe, their eftates prove like a 


hollow tree,no ſound Fimber for poſterity to build A” l; 
0: 
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The Uſurers Plea anſwered. TY 
for this worme of Viury hach gnawed away their ſubſtance : 
Mony thus taken up is like a new piece put into an old gar. 
ment, whick being taken awaythe rent is made worſe. 

Now he that is a Viurer, if youaske what hee is, or of pol. Fox. 
what profeſſion, he will nor gladly owne that name ; mens 
conſciencesare moretroubled at the name, than at the pra.. 

Qiſe ofthe ſane : ſome vherefore calls him a man that purs 
out his mony, but this is ambiguous, hee may pur it our , as 
the Lion purs out his claw, and chen woe bee to him chat 
comes neere his grate; but moſt commonly, he is tearmed 
one that lives upon his mony, and this is without all excep.. 
tion; for as the Gentlemen lives upon his rents; the poore 
labourer upon the ſweat of his browes ; the Merchant and 
Tradeſ-man, upon their adyentures,skill, and induſtry; the 
Husband-man and Grafier, upon the increaſe of the earth, | 
and breed of Cartel! ; ſo the Vſurer lives upon his monies, / 
that yeares, and foales, and calves go him once in fix months 
at fartheſt, What a foole then was eFriftetle, to call mony — 
barren, which yeelds a double harveſt, at the leaſt, every 
yeere, andthe former crop makes ſeed-Corne forthe next, 

Nature hath eſtabliſhed to all things under the Sunne, a 
certaine rearme, and pitch, when they (hall make ſtay of 
increaſe, and multiplying; the land if it want a jubile, will in 
time grow fe; houſes if they be notre-cdified, will 
decay; trees will leave bearing ; wa res rm. 
yu old ; mens labours and skill will faile with yeeres, on.. 

y the Vſurers mony doth ws A the 
luftier, if he can bur live he may ſee his monies monies mo- 
ny, evento an hundred genexations ; and is not this nova. 
turall > Surely it harh bur ſmall reſemblance to that nacurall 
increaſe, which the God of nature hath eſtabliſhed, as moſt 
innocent amongſt men ; is it not fil , that men of all a. 
ves ſhould inveigh fo bitterly againſt this finne, it ſeerves 'tis 
of a moſt deyouring nature, as the Poet ſayes * Hine Yſurg Lucan 
vorax avidumg, in peftore fangs, and brings mento i 
extremities, asit d} St es ( whoſe eftate was 415floph. canes, 
(hip. wrackt by nighing wid fury) that could deviſe no ® ' 
2 bertex 


= 
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berref ſhift than to a kire a Witch to pull the Moene orr of 

--c1 dom the Vſurers moneths might reyer come a- 

If this ſinne then can find no footing, cither in Divinity or 
Nature, how ſhall it ftavd ? Divines have excommunicated 
it our ofthe Church ; Philoſophers have proved it a Monſter 
in Nature; yet for all this it hath taken deepe root in Com- 
mon-wa'trhs, boch Heatheniſh and Chriſtia#, the ancient 

Romans, ſceing the miſchiefe ot Viury, would tollerate but 
Yatitus bb, s, | their Fanme wnciarium, one in the hundred (a5 Corneling 
enndbvis. T acitus relates) and whoſoeyer exceeded thar, ſhould bee 
a foure-fold ; whereas by the Law of their twelve 

ables, theft was to he puniſhed but two-fold ; it ſeemes in 

thoſe dayes if theeves had been ſcarſe, Faneratores bis ſures, 
a Vſurer was to goe for two: « I ahomer himſelfe hath con. 

"Al:wan Aroar Gemned it —_ the Turkes, 2s isto be ſcene in their Al- 
4.6, 11, coran, and aſcribes the miſeries of che Tewes ro this ſinne of 
Vlury. So carefull haye Goyernours ever beene At 

Hearhen and Barbarians to ſuppreflethis Monfler ; for whact 
Country hath Vſuryeyer beene ſuffered in, which in time 
Do. Andr, de hath not rued the ſame ? {Tcsly was in great bondage by it, 
VTarih, ' till Cato ſerir at liberty; Sparts ith no lefſe calanmty, till 
Licurgns redeemed ir ; all , £gype lo plagued with ir, thac 

they were glad to make a Law, that none ſhould borrow 
unlefle he laid his Fathers corps to pawne ; Athens ivfected 
with ir, till Agis his bone-fire of Viurers bonds had purged 

that City, 

Meditating upon that plague of Flies , which was the 

Exod. 8.24, / fourth plague which God ſent upon the Egyptians * , Ca. 
ſidering the nature oftheſe, we may nef unhitly compare V. 
furersunto them, for aztheſc Ries did ſucks out the Egypri- 

ans bloed, by byring and Ringing, and cauſing of ſmart, fo 

theſe men with their, —_— Wiiverſi, make a univerſall 

ruine ofmany a mans eſtate, and fo fetch him in ſtill with 

the condition of the obligation, that at lengrh-his condition 

3s wofull, and his very heartbreakes with che birrer ought 
ef, Bee it hnoWne ante all men: thele are cv: ſed as _—_ 

uckers 


— — 
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fuckers of mens fap, the drinkers of their blood, the Egyp- 
tian Flie was nothing like theſe, but ic was a greac plague of 
God, (ent to puniſh the finnesof men, but withall letusre. 
member thar'theſe flies of Egypt had bur a time, God ſent 
them in wrath, and tooke them away in mercy : upon in- 
treaty, ſome Moſes or other, a ay intime Rand up, and God 
may ſend a ſirong Weſt. wind to {weep theſe WOrmes 
a\vay ; if Fond were as well cleered of theſe, as ir is of 
Wolves, it would be ſo-much the happier. 

What then muſt bee the concluſion of all thepremiſſes, 
Chariry, Juſtice, Picty ; Nature her felfe, the Lawes of God 


and of men, all authority ancient and moderne, joyning their 


forces againſt the Viurer, how can F+* ſtand environed with 
ſuch acloud of witneſles,or juſtific him(elſc agaiaft the day of 
triall? Yer few men there are in theſe dayes that have any re« 


morſe or touch of conſcience for this finne, their conſciences 
are cauterized as with a hot iron, there is ſuch a thicke skin 
growne over their heauts, that ne bw hardly be cigcumci- 
zed in this point, and this ſenlelefle tupidity ſeemes topro- 
cced originally from three principall cauſes ; firſt, the gene.. 
rall iſe ot Viury makesevery one in particular to thinke 
that he ſhall ſhift as well as others ; nowcuſtame and exam. 
plethough it would not be admirtcd in Schooles for ana 
ment, yet it workes much upon vulgar anderfizndings, for ) 
the people being as Labens , led by the eye, conceive 
as they fre ; ſeeing therefore Vſury ſo much pratized of all 
ſorts, men are thereby without \ rm confideration much 
movedrtothinke it lawfull, If it be ſo hajnoug a finne to take 
Vlury as you make it (fay ſome) what ſhall become of ſuch 
and {uch,who(T am ſure)have as good ſoules to God as I?pray 
God I have no finne to anſwer for than this, and then 
I hope I ſhalldo well —_ See the power and efficacy of 
example, bur let none be {o ſimple asto thinke that the cu. 
ſtome of any thing ſhould make it lawfull; this is a fearefull 


- tempration co be drawne intofinge by imitation z, *twas that 


which turned ſo many legions of Angels into Devils, to ſee 
the brighter and more glorious 2% leaye their ay” 
C2: obc. 
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The Uſurers Plea anſwered. 
diſobedience;but did that maitigate Gods wrath toward thern 
of inferiour rancke ? no, Divine juftice required that t 

who were drawn into the ſame fault,ſhould be enwrappedin 
the ſame condemnation : when there were bur rwo in all the 
world —_ concerning that onely forbidden fruit, 
the example ofthe one inticed the other, but did that extenu. 
ate the fault > Nothing lefle : if any man therefore through 
; nero hath beene drawne to the practiſe his fine ? 

and 


I perſwade my ſelfe did ſome know how dangerous a 
praiſe Vlury is, they would neyer yenter their ſoules upon 
it) let ſuch as they tender their owne ſoules, take notice how 


thisof will not excuſe, but rather condernnethera 
that have ſo good meanes of berter reſolution, if God would 
move their hearts to ſeeke after it : be well reſolved then be. 
fore your pra&iſe,truſt not your owne reſolution in this caſe; 
MH ammon — 9 goa >. therefore be as diligene 
co take counſell for your in Religien, as you are for 
your bodice in Pyke or your goods in law; anddefire 
go lefle ſecurity of conſcience in this queſtion of Viury, than 
you doe for your principall in the praQtice of it : Let not the 
practiſe of ſome one miniſter | you encourage any to 
che like praiſe, or becauſe it is a queſtion, therefore becauſe 
itisa queſtion, ler it not arme any againſt remorſe or rouch 
of conſcience. Thoſe that haye written moſt fayourably of 
it, reyerend Maſter Calvin, who is the ſuppoſed Patron of 
Vlury, doth no way countenance it, #s it is practiſed ia theſe 
dayes : If any man therefore ſhall take you afide, as Perey 
did Chriſt, to fayour your dealing herein, ſuſpeR that whil- 
pering to ſavour nor tNechings which bee of God, bur the 
m_ thatbe ofmen, 

rom example, ler us come inthe ſecond place ro affeti. 
on, which is as perverſe in judgement, as the former is 
werfull, ro lead intoerrour ; this ſeemes to ariſe out of Cha - 
riry, bur Charity isno Charity if it eppoſe Juſftice:'cis a cru- 
ell pirry that renders the ourward eftate of any to the hurt 
and prejudice ofthe ſoule, If Vſury (fay ſome) benot law- 
ll become of the 


pocre 


full toxany ro practiſe : Alas ! What 
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oore Or and Widowez, in theſe unjuſt dayes, that 
oz Stockes of Money left them, and wane $kill co imploy 
the fame ? By Gods helpe they ſhall doe well : Our greater 
care ſhould be, what ſhall become of poore Orphans and 
Widowes, in theſe uncharitable dayes, that have no Stockes 
at all left them : thongh ( 1 confefſe) borh the one and 
the other are alike in this, that they are not ſo ableto helpe 
themſelves 2s others be ; therefore there be ao ewo eftatcs 
among men , over whom God hath a more providene and 
tender care , than over Widowes and fatherlefſe children; 
he hath provided forthem by a ſpeciall Law, Thou ſhaltnoe &x0d.24.v.43; 
trouble any Widow or fatherlefſe child : No one Law more 
iterared by Moſes , and frequently urged by the Prophets, 
than this , for the (af of Orphanrs and Widowes : 
Whom, if morcall men fhall negle&, God himſelfe (in his 
facherly providence) will be their protetor : He is a Father pat 68, ws; 
of the fatherleſſe, and a Tudge of the Widow ; evenGod in 
his holy habication (as the Prophet Dwvid (peakes.) Yea, 
God would worke a Miracle, ratherthan the poore Widow 
of the ſonne of the Prophets, with her two fatherleſſe chil. 4, xp 4. 1, 
dren, ſhould want, The $onne of God ſhewes the like cen. 
der affeion,in denouncing a Woe againſt ſuch as devoured Aanb.23.144 
Widowes houſes: And his Apoſtle James meaſures true Re. j,,,.. 
ligion,and undefiled before God,eyen the Father,by charitie 
towards the fatherlefſe and Widowes, Hath then fo 
many wayes bound himſelfe by promiſe to provide for Wi. 
dowes and Orphants ; and ſhall theſe, by Vfurie, withdraw 
themſclyes our of his fatherly providgnee > Shall cheſe be 
ſecured by Vlurious Conrad, againſt the AR of God him. 
felfe ? inely, God will cake ic more uakindly at their 
hands than at any other, Obſerve but the difference in chis 
point, berwixt the wiſdome of God and the World : The 
World thinkes Vſurie the beſt and ſafeſt way for O 
and Widowes, becauſe it doth ſecure —_— from all c2- 
ſualties which may fall ypon their eftares by avy acgeyrher 
of God or man: . b witlome of God contrariniſ 1s, That 


theſe perſons ſhould moſt of all caſt their care upon him, 
becawle: 


C — 


Pell. Fox, dc 
Vir, 


becauſe he cares moſt for them. Burt of all praQifts, Vſurie 
doch molt withdraw them from dependance upon Gods fa- 
therly provi - Which beft beſcemes their condition, IF 
Vlurie then be uplawfull in caſe of Orphanes , "tis moſt un. 
lawfull: And doubtleſſe, if Almightic God had thought it 


fir to have tolerated Vhurie in theſe perſons,he might as cafily -. 


haye mentioned the fame, 25 hee doth the toleration of len- 
ding to ſtrangers, Bur ic was ſo farre from his meaning, thar 
inthe yery fame placc where hee makes a Law for the fafe. 

ard of Otphants and Widowes, preſent! it is annexed 
the Law againſt Vſurie, Shall eſe the, who ae fo well 
provided for by a fpeciall Law of God, be tranſgreflors of 
the yery next Law unto it ? God forbid ! Orphanes are 
c inco the World , Widowes (who intend to con- 
tinue ſo ) are going out of the World. And ſhall theſerwo 
Ages ( which of all other ought to be moſt heavenly, the 
one for innocencie, the other for deyotion ) be ſtayned with 
Viurie > Chriſt is Mphe and Omege uvato us, the firſt and 
the laft,the beginning and the end : And ſhall dhe Alpha of 
our , and the Owegs of our , be dedicated to 
Vlurie ? | calls bindlife by the name of « Leer the 
frſt Lerter in the Alphaber, that children may learne Chriſt 
fo ſoone as they are able ro know their Letters : And ſhall 
we ſuffer our children to be dyed in che Wool! of their infan. 
cic with that ſcarlet finne of Viurie ? 

And as for Widowes that profefſe themſelves now in 
their latter age, to leave the Wo1ld, to berake themſelves to 
God, to be ſo margied unto their onely Husband, Chriſt, 
as thac chey may quietly ſay their Prayers , heare Sermons, 
and live upon Viurie: Alas! Who ever caught them thus 
to joyne God and Afammor together ? Let ſuch looke into 
their owne cftate and condition : God hath made them 
Stewards of their owne Stocke of Money ; "tis they that 
ſtand anſwerable before God , for the uſe or abuſe of ſuch 
Summes put forth into the hands of others : and when they 
gaine eight i2 t he Hundred , the Borrowers muſt gaine a 
great deale more cleare, befides many Charges and Ducies 

® co 
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to be payd out of their Gaine : And how doe theſe Widowes 


know who is oppreft or bitten by this Gaine ? Let ſuch then 


be croubled in Conſcience for this finne ; C3 ordeat bic ut Bernnd, 
moriatar illic : Let the Worme bite here , that it may dye — 


ellewhere. 

As for old men, who decaying in the faculties of minde 
and body, are forced to leave their Trade ; and then chey 
aske what they ſhall doe , having gotten ſome Money to- 
gether in a lawfull Calling, and are not ableto follow it any 
longer ? For my part, Ican tell them what they muſt noc 
doe, Is there no Fruit in the Carden , bur the forbidden 
Fruit > Have they ſpent their ſtrength, and worne their ſer 
ſes, to live at eaſe (withour labour) when they are old ; ard 
have they not taken ſome care tor the eaſe of conſcience, 
how to live without finne, when they are aged > Will chey 
meangle their ſoules in the practice of Viurie , when they 
have one foot in thegrave? Hath God bleſſed their labours 
in youth, and will To forſake him in age > Whara ſhame 
is it, that 7 ſhoald pollute themſelyes with fichy Lucre, 
when they ſhould be moſt dedicated to Deyotion > The 


unjult Steward when hee was to give over his Stewardſhip, 1,4 i6, 


(and fo muſt old men ſhortly doe) hee conſules with him- 
ſelfe what co doe; Federe meſcio mendicare ernbeſco ; take 

ines hee cannot , thoſe dayes are paſt ; { upon the 
Frincipall, would ſoone bring him when wh af hee 
concludes ; 1 know what I will doe, I will rarne a hundred 
into a hundred and cight, I commend cheſe men, as our 
Saviour did the unjuſt Steward, for doing wiſely : wiſe, in 
that they make choyſe of ſo cafie, ſo ſecure a gaine : ( For 
Plinie calls Viurie , Qneſtuoſa ſegnitine ; and another as 


wittily, Chimians Satane, the Devils Alchimic) 1 fay fo * 


great and certaine gaine , fit for ſuch Seniors : for they are 
attentiores ad rem , quo minus Vie & plus viatici ; molt 
ſiadiovs of proviſion in age , when the way 1s ſhorteſt, 
The children of this World (fayth ovr Saviour in the fame 
Chapter) are wiſer in their og than the children of 


Light; - 


Th 


= 


LO 


ade. T9, 16, 


Non, 3*' 


Prov. FeI9, 


Prov, 15,16, 
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Light ; wiſer than the Patriarkes and Prophers of the Old 
Teſtament ; wiſer than the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts of the 
New ; wiſer than the Fathers and Councels of ſucceeding 
ages ; Wiſer than any of the Saints of God thar lived in for= 
mertimes ; for wee read of none of them that had the wit 
citherro praQtiſe Viury themſelves, or by any diftinQion ts 
approve of it, finde it lawfull in others: nay, the Schoole. 
men with their moſt acute and ſubtle wits , whe did fer 
themſclves ro coyne diftinAions, and to fmde out rhe moſt 
exa& difference of things, that were able to dart an argu. 
ment, as the men of Gibeon did ſtones at a haires brea 
yet were never ſo quicke-ſighted as ſome in theſe dayes are, 
to finde out a diſtinRion to falve a Viurers conſcience, 
Others againe, urge a ſuppoſed necefſity of Vlury, pre- 


cending that the ſtate of a Corporation cannot (and, traf. 


fickecannot be maintained, Tradeſ-men cannet live withourc 
xt; I confefſe my ignorance in matters of pollicy, but I am 
ſure that rule ofthe Apoſtle holds true in Divinity, We muſt 
nor doe evillchat good may come thereof, Beſides, I would 
aske theſe men, that pretend they cannor live without taking 
up mony at ivterelt ; is their meaning that they cannot live 
inthat pompe they doe,maintaine their wives in thoſe faſhi. 
as that they doe, drive their Trades to that m_ which 
they doe ? if this be all, the anſwer is eahe perhaps God 
would net have them beare ſo great a ſayle as they doe, bur 
to drinke of the waters of their owne Well, to be content 
with ſuch blefings as Gods fatherly providence doth offer 
them ; there is no necefiry for a man te enrich himſelfe by 
ſuch practiſes as are forbidden, or unlawfull: Better is a 
lictle with the feare of the Lord, than great treaſure with 
trouble. Gods Law did cyer intend that men ſhould lend 
one another in charity, to the poore in friendſhip, to cheir 
equalls to receive the like courtclie againe ; which cul. if 
men would bur praQice, there were ne neceſſity of Viury, 
A Drunkard hath broughe his body to ſuch a habit, that 
unleſle he drinke liberally, even to the turning AI 4 


— 
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he will be fickeagaine , is notdrunkenneſſe in char man fin- 
full, becauſe ſo ueceſfary ? A proud woman hatch beene 
wedaed (o long to her will, that if ſhee be croſſed init, Thee 
will grow mad tor pride,like Vabachadne7 Jar, or clic dye 
with fretfulneſſe (hike a Weezill in a Cage ) ſhall her wil- 
fulneſle be exculed, becauſe her deyilliſh flomacke is growne 
roo ſtrong for her wit? So then you may takenotice of the 
weaknefle of chis argument, ther Vſury mult therefore needs 
be lawfull, becauſe lome mens ambition or coveronſnefſe 
hath made it neceflary. And here may be touched thar que. 
ſtion moved by «4 quires, whether a man may lawfully 
borrow mony upon Vſury ? forthe Apoſtle faith; that they 
are worthy of death, not onely they that doe the ſame, bur 
they that favour them that doe chem, 'Tis anſwered thar 
no man ovght to induce another to finne , yet a man may 
make uſe of another mans finne to fone good end, fo God 
oftentimes makes ule of ſome mens wickednes to good pur- 
ſes ; ſo 8 man may lawtully give Viury where inevitable 
occaſions ſhall inforce an invincible neceſſity, eyrher for the 
preſervation of his credit and eſtace, or for ſupply of pre. 
ſent wants, eyther of nature or perſon, as it is lawful 
for a man ( falling amongſt Theeyes) to tell bow much 
hee hath, to the end, hee may have his lite : 
According to the example of thoſe tenne men, who faid 
to Iſmael, Slay us net, for wee have Treaſure in the 
Field, It theſe occaſions bee impoled and not drawne 
upon a man by ſome former negli or detaulr, if he 
attempt to borrow ro more than hee ſhall be ableto pay 
at — if upon ſuch occaſions —_— ree- 
ly, then is he no in the finne, bur a meere patient in 
the opreſſionofV - p* 
Toconclude then, let not thoſe poore evafions of biting 
and toethlefle Vſury deceive us, they are bur as figge leaves, 
ſhapen by ſome 0 wits to cover the nakedieffe of 


that which the Law of God, of nacure,and equity have dif- 
comnieetacuematentachedin LAI, coifUmores 
| | "1 ome 
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ſome Vſury withour the meaning of Gods Law, or as if 


God had never meant to condemne Vlurers, but onely to 
muzz\ethem fer bitiog;: ſome are content to moderate them - 
iclyes in this kinde of gaiue, and then if it be a finne, *is 
bur a little one ( as Lee aid of Zoay)) ard my foule ſhall 
live; © Modica ſu't que perdunt nos , they are little ones 
that und-+ us ; a muac in the eye, if it bee nor gotten forth 


' incime, may grow to a pinne and a webbe : And a mans 


conſcience may ſuffer ſhippe-wiacke as weil on a ſand as 
upon a rocke ; he that heapes up moderate ſinnes wrackes 
his ſcule upon a ſand, and ſo finking by little and lictle, his 
conſcience is at length ſwallowed withour any ſenſe or fee- 
ling atall, 

And as for that perſonall exception, ler not that deceive 
us, becauſe ſome will not oppreſle the poore ; therefore the 
will lend their money to a rich Merchant, Doth the Aﬀe 
bray, when hee hath Provender ; or loweth the Oxe , 
when hee hath Fodder > To what end Coth bec borrow, 
being of ſufficicne wealth already ? but onely that hee 
may compaſſe greater marters than his owne ſtocke will 
reach unto ; what warrant is there in equity and con- 
icience, cither for him ro borrow, or ſuch to lend? let him 
plow with his owne Heifer, and drinke of the Waters of 
his owne Well ; let him follow the Apoſtles mule, to be 
conment with what hee hath : If this were practiled , then 
would not the greater Merchants, like the great Fiſhes, 
{wallow the leſſer Frie, but all might live comfortably one 
by ancther, 

Laſtly, let Charitie, Tuſtice, Pictie, Nature her ſelfe, the 
Lawes of God and man, all authoririe ancient and moderne, 
(1oyning their forces againſt this finne)ar laſt prevaile againſt 
it, For wy owne part, I have endeyourcd to farisfie my (elfe 
ja this point ; for I had rather finde my fclfe at home mw my 
owne conſcience, thay ſeeke my ſelfe abroad, in other mens 

practiſes. Ardinthenext place, I have preſumed #lirtle ro 
touble Lracl in this finne ; 1 know I ſhall incurre yarierie 
| | of 
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of cenſure; ſo that being thought roo buſie, perhaps 1 ſhall 


am I Wounded in the bouſe of my friends. Bur be they 
friends , or be they ſtrangers ; ler them frike with their 
tongue, and wound at their pleaſure z it 1 have awakened 
but any one mans conſcience, to fee the wounds that this 
ſinne hath made init, I have my reward, Let me crave your 
attention to one obſervation upon the Text , and {o 1 will 
conclude : T bou onghteſt to have given my money to the 
Exchangers, cc. that When 1 bad come, 1 might have has 
my owne 6vy7e x9 » With adyantage,'cis in ſome Franlations, 
the Vulgar, cum Fſare ; BeTs, cum fanore : the word is 
properly, with Vſurie, Here we ſee God is the Viarer, len. 
ding Talents unto men to lay out, that he may have his owne 
agaiae With intexefſt, Qui me te effe faneratorem ille 


gubet te efſe faneratorem( 


( vi7.) in the diſpenſation of thoſe ſpiricuall gifts which 


God beftowes upon us, * In the Tabernacle there were gxod.u5, To 


ſmall and great Veſſels ; ſome ſmaller Cups, ſome greater 
Goblers : yerall theſe Veſſels, both ſmall and great, did 
ſerve for the uſe of the Tabernacle, $o ſhould ir be in the 
Church : eucry one ſhould imploy the Talent which hee 
hath received,ce the beſt advantage that he can; to the glory 
of God, 2nd the falyation of his owne ſoule, NVolite qui- 
eſcere lucrars Chriſto quia lucrati eftis 4 Chriſto (fayth 
Saint Auguſtine.) Let us not ceaſe to bee gayners unto 
Chrift, becauſe wee our ſelyes were, ayes by him, The 
Miniſters muſt give their Mency to the Exc r$.(#-) they 
muſt preach the Word of God unto the people, (fo venera. 
ble Bede upon Luke 19%) £us verbi pecuniam 4 Doftore 
pereipir emit que Credendo neceſie oft cam cum Vari ſol- 
vat ceperando, ut quod auditu dirdicit exequatar + att ; 
Hee that hath received that heavenly Money of Guds ble. 
ſed Word from the mouth of the Preacher, b:- mv? payir 
againe with intereſt, ( 7,_) Hee _ eqxcyour hat hee 

3 


z7 ” 
be conſtrained to take up that Text of Scripture, * Loe chay Zach,1 3-6 


yth Saint Anguftine.)) Hee that In Pſa. 36; 
forbids thee to be an Vſurer,commands thee to be an Vſurer, Sem, © 
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hath heard with his eare, to expreſle in his like and conver? 


5.cor.x5,10, fation; labouring to fay with Saint Paul: The grace that 


Was in we, Was not in yvaine. Where God ſowerh, hee ex- 
peRs his Harveſt: and no Graine ſo meane in our reſtima.. 
tion, our of which in proportion hee expects not « timely 


Croppe. 

This is that fpiricuall Vſurie which God requires at our 
hands : Which if wee ftrive to pay him here, wee ſhall kere- 
after, both Paſtor and people, xs: that happic Welcome 
which our Saviour himſelfe pronounceth to thoſe two faith. 
full Servanes in the 23. Verſe of this C__ Enter inta 
"the F r e Maſter. Into which joy , thou 

f Federal all, forthy deare * A 
Teſus : to whom, with 
_ ſelfe and bleſſed Spicir, 
be aſcribed all ho. 
nour, &c, 


FIN1S: 


